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and the number of foreigners who visit Athens,
and having picked up a good deal of ill-digested
knowledge, with a rapidity which is hardly
consistent with that grave process, the crystal-
lisation of knowledge into wisdom, are growing
impatient of ecclesiastical authority, especially
when vested in the hand of an ignorant clergy*
The young men, I fear, are somewhat infected
with sceptical opinions, a circumstance which
may in some measure be accounted for by the
attention paid to French, literature, Tho Greeks
extend their political antipathies to the language
of Germany: nor, indeed, do 1 think it likely
that, with a temperament and intellectual
structure so opposed to the Teutonic, they could,
even if free from prejudice, have attached them-
selves to the Gorman literature. They are
accustomed to clear air; they dislike what gives
them trouble; and the whole cloud region, of
verse and prose they would willingly abandon to
ihe IxioxxB of literature, They arc jealous of the
Italian language likewise, and have taken great
paw, not1 without success, to eradicate from their